Vashi bridge gets green‘
nod, expects HC permit
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he Vashi bridge expan-
l sion  project, . which
i A aims to facilitate
: smoother connectivity be-
i tween Mumbai and Navi
: Mumbali, has received a ma-
i jorenvironmentalclearance.
i MSRDC, one of the stake-
i holders, has asked the con-
i tractor to mobilise machin-
ery to commence work with
i the hope that the clearance,
i given by the Union ministry
of environment and forests
(MoEF), is vetted by the Bom-
bay high court (HC).

The MoEF permission is
for a 1.4-héctare forest clear-

ance, which isneeded toclear

mangrove patches on both

sides of the bridge towards

its Mankhurd and Vashi
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ends. The patches.had be:

come a point of contention
among several authorities.
The state government noti-
fied the Thane Flamingo
Sanctuary in May 2018. The
Supreme Court in December
directed MoEF to declare as
eco-sensitive zones 10km-ra-
dius areasaround 21 national
parks and wildlife sanctuar-
iesacrossthecountry, includ-

.ing the Thane ‘Flamingo

Sanctuary. This necessitated
project clearances from the

‘National Wildlife Board and

MOoEF.

The last step for the pro-
ject is a nod from the HC,
whichina2010 orderdirected
that its permission be taken
for proposals involving man-
groveremoval.

“MSRDC’s managing di-
rector, Radheshyam Mopal-

Doubling of Vashi bridge
(Thane creek bridge) will be
done by laying two 3-lane
bridges along it. All 12 lanes -
of all the arms combined will
merged into 10-lane Sion-
Panvel highway
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war, said, “L&T can carry out
mobilisation work as per a
letter of acceptance issued in
August 2018. An agreement
with L&T will be executed af-
ter the HC’s clearance. We
will now approach the HC for
thefinalnod.”

The project cost is pegged
atRs775crore, withajointeq-
uity participation of Rs 200
crore each from MSRDC and
Cidco. The expected deadline
for completion is three years.
“Soil testing work has al-
ready been done,” said Cidco
MD Lokesh Chandra.

The bridge is expected to
provide smoother connectiv-
ity between Mumbai and Na-
vi Mumbai, factoring in fu-
ture growth of wvehicular
traffic, also on account of the
upcoming Navi Mumbai in-
ternationalairport,
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