or to Sena
f's Bandra
dence held
ith knife

i: Policemen guard-
a Nagar, Shiv Sena
Jddhav Thackeray's
residence, were in for
when a visitor on his
Matoshree was found
nall knife in his pock-
day Ram Sharma was
or of Congress corpo-
1il Patankar’s contin-
ich was on its way to
ee, where the latter
srmally join the Shiv
Jddhav's presence.
1kar, who represents
r, quit the Congress
harassment by Na-
e and joined the Se-
mple function.
nife was found when
en frisked him at the
la Nagar gate. Shar-
he always carried the
ith him. He was de-
t the Kherwadi police
and later arrested.
a visited Thackeray's
w with other party
‘He was stopped after
otectors beeped. His
n for carrying the
ject is unclear. Shar-
he casually kept the
in his pocket. He has
ked under Section 37
e Bombay Police Act
sal possession of a
He will be produced
court on Saturday,”
olice inspector Sujata

1kar claimed Sharma
his follower, though
ged tohis ward. v

To Compensate
For Habitat
Loss To MTHL

Clara.Lewis@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Mumbai,oneof the
few cities in the country to
boast of a national park, will
now be home to a wetland
sanctuary as well. The state
government has demarcated
andnotified 16.91 sq km for the
Thane Creek Flamingo Sanc-
tuary.

The wetland sanctuary
will be spread over 896 hec-
tares extending from Mulund,
Nahur, Bhandup, Kanjur-
margand Mandala. It will cov-
er the western area along the
creek edge, between the Vashi
and Airoli brigdeand another
795 hectares spread over the
Thane creek, anareadotted by
dense mangroves,

The sanctuary had been
proposed by environmental-
istsfive years ago to safeguard
the city's wetland habitat. Tt
gained momentum when the
government realized it could
serve as a compensation for
thefuturelossof habitatonac-
count of the 22km Mumbai
Trans-Harbour Link (MTHL).
Atpresent, the Sewrimudflats
serve asa home for flamingos
between November to May,

TIMES CITY

Govt notifies sanctuary for
flamingos along Thane creek

SAFE WETLANDS

> The Thane Creek Flamingo
Sanctuary has been setup g
as compensation for the
loss of habitat that is expected due
to the Mumbai Trans-Harbour Link 4

> Itcovers the creek from Thane
to the Vashi-Airoli bridge and will

7

Al

Sanctuary Area

provide a safe haven for nearly 1 lakh migratory sq k:n
flamingos and resident birds
Mulund Vikhroli Bhandup Kanjurmarg Mandala
143.2 bectares 2574 hectares | 949 hectares | 2649 hectares | 137 heaares

il
7

The Bombay Natural His-
tory Society had suggested
that the government shift the
alignment of the proposed

frastructure  project has
rejected the suggestion. In-
stead, the sanctuary has been
offered as compensation, but

MTHLby about
on the south side, to avoid af-
fecting the flamingos. Howev-

er; the Mumbai Metropolitan

Y a
Siberia via the Rann of Kutch
inGujarat.

Region De Author-
ity (MMRDA), which is exe-
cuting the Rs 10,000-crore in-

it if the For-
est Clearance Authority now
approves the MTHL project.

N Vasudevan, chief, state
mangrove cell, said, “The
flamingos come to the Sewri
mud flats only during low-tide

e Tha
e said. “Normally the birds
come in November and stay
till May But this time, they are
still around in the Thane
creek,” hesaid. D Stalin,direc-
tor of the NGO

Yellow LED lights
to retain glow on
Queen’s Necklace

Rosy.Sequeira
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Observing that
the yellow glow must remain
on Queen’s Necklace, the
Bombay High Court on Fri-
day allowed the useof yellow
LED lights to be installed in
place of the yellow sodium
vapour lights along the Ma-
rine Drivepromenade.

A bench of Chief Justice
Mohit Shah and Justice Anil
Menon heard a petition filed
by Energy Efficiency Servic-
es Limited, acompany set up
by Ministry of Power, for re-
view of the court’s July 2,
2015, order (inaPILon traffic
woes) where it directed “an
exception is to be made for
street lights from Nariman
Point to Walkeshwar by res-
toring the sodium vapour
lights to bring the glory of
Marine Drive and the
Queen’s Necklaceback tothe
city of Mumbai.” The same
bench had passed the order
following complaints ‘“re-
garding insufficient lighting
for pedestrians on Marine

review petition
urged allowing white LED
lights as they are brighter
and give more light than yel-
low sodium lamps. It said the

who had campaigned for the
sanctuary said, “It is a matter
of pridefor thecity”

pr
a scheme for 100 cities in the
country to be installed with
LED lights. Marine Drive

would serve as the pilot pro-
ject, it said. It also relied on
various technical reports to
support its contention that
sodium vapour lights are not
environmentfriendly.

Additional solicitor gen-
eral Anil Singh, who is also
Maharashtra’s acting advo-
cate-general, argued that
LED lights not only save en-
ergy but are cheaper com-
paredtosodium lights. He ar-
gued that according to the
police, white lights are safer
andphotographs from CCTV
cameras are clearer in white
than in yellow light. “White
lights give more light and a
better picture. Therefore in
Wankhede stadium during
the day-night matches and
even on streets near the in-
ternational airport, we have
white lights, which is also
better from security point of
view. Let us continue with
the white lights” urged
Singh.

But the bench said, “Yel-
low gives a better glow to the
Queen's Necklace”. Singh
then said as an alternative,
the golden glow to Marine
Drive can be given even by
using yellow LED lights,
hence there is no question of
installing sodium vapour
lights. The bench thereafter
modified its earlier order
and directed the use of yel-
low LED lights on Marine
Drive.
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Change
CMAT: 0
one test t
heldina

Mumbai: Even as thor
students were awaiting
fication for the commn
agementadmission tes
held in September; the
Council of Technical E
(AICTE) on Friday ar
that they will be conc
only once ina year anc
ary CMAT was conduc
a year to give student
portunitiestotakethet
missions to AICTE-
management institutes
An AICTE official s
ucting a single test for
onstoB-schoolswasap
ision. “Asallotherentr:
for MBA admissions a:
ctedonly once a year, w
ve decided to move to o
The notification of the
exam will be released
will ensure that the ov
goodand morestudent
for the test,” he said. O
students usually appe:
CMAT in September.
Manish J, a TYB(
dent, said they were w
the notification for :
month. “If they were
to hold only one ex:
should have announce
er,” he said E B Khedk
tive presidentof the As
of Management of M
Institutes in Maharast
“Holding only one exar
impact admissions. F
dents’ point of view,
drawback could be the:
onlyonechance o appe
test."—Yogita Rao




