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‘Dindoshi Hills land in SGNP
illegally handed off to developer’

Activist Stalin D has alleged trees are being felled and river courses altered for construction work

RANJEET JADHAV

ARG <O COAm)

lighted that the developer has
already started excavating
thie hills and altering the riv
vy’ courses, while the forest
department reimalns  odid

ferent to the environmental

ENVIRONMENTALIST Stalin
0O, director of the NGO Vana
ghakti, has levelled serious

TSRS AT damage
Mumbsal anthori- “Thaisands ol
ties for allepedly mees have been

felled b the area,
and desplie Pwo
FiRs filed by the
Maharashtra
Pollution Comn-
trol Boamd [MPCH
and BMIC against the
developer, construction
plans hawe been gresnlic. How
can land with documented
envirmonmental viclations be
opened up for construction™
Stalin questioned
“Repeiated Ares and deforess
ation on the Dmdoshi Hills
have forced ws to approach the
Matlomal Green Tribunal (NGT)

allowing the [
legad tramsfer of
retified forest
land within the
Sanlay Gandhil Ma-
tiomal Park [(SGNF)
According to Stalin
encroachment and de-
struction within the park are
escalating. with the authos.
ities fallingg in their duty to
prodect ehis critic ol e oFysiEm
Stalin ctalms that the DNn-
dashi Hills, an essential part
of the parks envircoment,
have been excluded from
SGNF's boundaries and are
now being targeted for devel-  which subsequently  formed
opment. He polnted cut that a commitiee o brvestigate
two hectares of this land are During a site inspection, the
being secretly handed over o committse emcountensd mep
a private developer, who in-
tends to designate the area as
open space in g new project
Sralin further alleged that
the EBrihanmumbal Munic
ipsl Corporation (BMC) has
approved  township  devel-
opments on the Dindoashi
Hills, despite the apea being
the source of two vital rivers,
Oshiwara and Poisar. He high-

Thousands i brpig hawe
d in the area. and
lilod by

jespite two FiRs
the Maharashira Pollution
wontral d (MPCBY and
BMC agai
omstruction plans h
haen greeniit’ Staln D, Anen
virsnmentalist. NGO Vanashakh

st the de

Salin alaged that BAVEC has approved towrship developrents on the Dindoshi Hills

resentatbves of another de-
veloper claiming ownership
of the land, ralsing funher
concerns gbowut the extent of
encroachment. An RT1 filed
by e revealed that the devel
oper han obtalied permission
to construct on the Dindoshi
Hills, including a ehocking twa
tiectares of potiled forest land
within the SGNF. The Depury
Conservitlor of Forests from

SONF bs acruséd of approving
the resurvey and hamdover of
this forest land without proper
authorisation” Stalin ald
Sralin D has accused awu-
thorities of a two-fald scam
Imvatwing the illegal transfer
of forest land and & potential
manipulation of FS1 regula
tioms. He has seut legal notic
e demamding the revocation
of permissions and protection

of this national park’s bounda-
ries. The environmentalist has
placed the onws of this alleged
Megal activity on the district
callector and the deputy con-
servator of lorests

*Thesituation has escalat-
ed Into & major envirommen-
tal crisle, with the huure of
the Sanjay Gandhl Mational
Park hanging in the balance”
Stalin added.

Conversion from
notified to reserved
forest lags in state

Since 2019, only 56 per cent of the forest
area notified by the state govt has been
converted to reserved forest

The process to comert aress nolified s fores! (o reserved lorest has
been lagging m the stale since F10 REPRESENTATION PC

A CORRESPONDENT

Tusitaglimruch-isy cam

OMNLY 56 per cent of the forest
area notifled by the state gov-
ernment has been comerted
info  reserved fofests  since
2019 According to information
olvtalmed theough an KT from
thit forest deparmment, the gov-
ermument has notifled o
imately 118 lakh hectares as
forest land acrow 11 circles in
chié stale o Jiniry L DO9.
to July 24, 1024, Hewever, only
67000 hectares—about 56
per cent of the notifled anea—
has been officially declared
as reserved forest during the
saimie period.

The process of declaring
an area as a reserved forest &
governed by the Indian Forest
Act of 1997, a key plece of legis-
lation designed to protect and
regulate forest resources. The
procedure begine with a motl
Fication uider Section £, which
inltiates an Inquiry into rights
and clalms owver the lnd The
final declarntion ander Section
X formally establishes the ares
a5 a reserved forest, subjecting
It to stringenl protecticn meas-
LiTes

Howewer, the Laest
datd reveals asignil-
lcamt lag in the £on
VErsWn process
Since 2022, only
B.35%6 hectanes
hanee been declared
as reserved forests,
a stark contrast to the
J8.J711 hectares declined
Im 2010 alone. This dowdown
I particularty alarming in the
context of growing eminon-
mrnital concers

For instance, Dhule circle has
seen reto new forest area de-
clared a8 reserved since 20020,
wiile the Thape circle, despire
having 7.255% hectares notified
during the same period. has
only 3 hectares olTkclally recog-
nized as reserved forest. This

"Given the rec eVere
Irmipa is of chhmate change
andd the worsening pollution

levels, espac
winler, it is cn

.i.lI c&n_-_r:l'|‘
il for bhe

government {0 cxpedite 1 e
diclaration of more lorest
14 ML e
leetendra Ghadge The Young
Whistiebiowers Foundation

JTeas

delay In corwersion
raines questions
about the povern
menes  comemi
et 0o [ orest coa-
servation,

According ]
Jeetendm  Chadpe
of The Young Whis-

teblowers  Foundation

“Given theé recCefd seviele |
pacts of climate change and
the worsening pollution lev
ls. especkilly during wititer, it
1 crucial for the Ervermment
o expedite the dectaration of
mmore [omesst areas as reservied
This is particularly urgent in
and around vrtsen centres like
Mumbal and Pune wlich are
facing deteriorating alr quakity
and increasingly extreme hot
ared humid conditions™

As the effects of climate
change Dbecome more  pro-
nounced, the imporance of
provecting and expanding for
5T Cover cennot be overstated
The data underscores the need
o swill governimental acthon
ton safeguand the states forest
resources, which are critical for
maintaining ecological balunce
and mithating the efectof cli-
mate ¢ hange




